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1 Venue
De Meervaart

Meer en Vaart 300,  1068 LE Amsterdam

Telephone: 0031 20 4107700

2 Public transport
Train

Tickets for the train can be bought on every train station, using (yellow) tickets machines. You can pay with your debit card – or cash (using the euro).

We have 1st Class (Comfort Class) and 2nd Class. 

From Schiphol Airport is takes just about 15 minutes to Amsterdam Central Station, so it is not really necessary to travel 1st Class…
Tram / bus / metro / ferry

For traveling by tram, bus, metro or ferry you need an electronic card. 

The easiest way is to buy tickets for 1 day or more (up to 7 days). The prices are:

· 24 hrs / 1 day
7 euro

· 48 hrs

11.50 euro

· 72 hrs

15.50 euro

· 96 hrs

19.50 euro

· 120 hrs

23 euro

· 144 hrs

26 euro

· 168 hrs

29 euro.

This kind of tickets can be bought at GVB Tickets & Info service points:

· Stationsplein opposite Central Station
· Central Station, Metro Station

· Station Amsterdam Lelylaan

and in some hotels (not the Fashion Hotel)

You can pay by debit or credit card, and with cash.

Those who are staying in a hotel near the venue, are advised to go by train to Station Lelylaan and to buy there ticket (not so crowded). And if you are staying in the centre, travel by train to Amsterdam CS and buy your ticket at ‘Stationsplein, opposite Central Station’.

Every time entering a tram or bus: check in – and leaving the tram or bus: check out. Don’t forget to prevent problems…

3 How to travel to the venue from…

Centre of Amsterdam
Two possibilities:
· Take the train from Amsterdam CS to Amsterdam Lelylaan (10 minutes) and from there by tram 1 or 17 to the venue (3 minutes).

· Take tram 1 or 17 to the venue. It takes about 20 minutes – but it is a nice ride, a kind of sight-seeing in Amsterdam, seeing the canals, the old houses…

Take 40 minutes for this ride…

tram 1




tram 17

Direction:
to Osdorp De Aker


Osdorp Dijkgraafplein


Period:

Thursday-Friday`


Monday-Friday

Tram stop:

‘Meer en Vaart’



‘Ruimzicht’
(A walk of 250 meters, to the right -
(Just opposite the venue)

along the lake - the venue is 

at your left hand
Fashion Hotel
Leave the hotel. Walk to your right, cross the road, to the left, underneath the motorway, after 150 meters to the left (roundabout), after 100 meter: cross the road, taking the stairs to the platform for the tram. Take tram 1 or 17 (see above).

Take all together 30 minutes for this… 
4 How to travel from Schiphol Airport to…

Centre of Amsterdam

Take the train from the Airport to Amsterdam Central Station. And from there to your hotel. Watch out for the ‘aggressive taxi drivers’… and taxi’s are very expensive. Take the tram or just walk. 
Venue
Take the train from Schiphol Airport to Amsterdam Lelylaan (train in the direction of Amsterdam Centraal). From there by tram to the venue (see above).
You can buy tickets for the tram also (cash) in the tram itself.

Fashion Hotel
Take the train to Amsterdam-Lelylaan (direction Amsterdam Centraal). From there by tram (1 or 17) to ‘Derkinderenlaan (just 1 stop)’ direction Centraal Station. Leave the platform by taking the stairs to the lower street. Cross the street, going to the left. At the roundabout (100 meters) to the right, underneath the motorway. Then to the right and after 150 meter the hotel is at your left hand.
5 List of participants – workshops
Participants
The most actual list of participants can be found on our website:

www.dashe.nl/events/dashe/seminars.html   

If your name, organization or something else is not correct mentioned in the list, please let us know what has to be changed.
Workshops
In this document you will find the theme and workshops for every participant, based on the preferences. But we had to choose in some cases for one of the possible themes, looking at the groups which are possible to have in a workshop (maximum 25 persons) – to have the possibility to work and to discuss in smaller groups.

As said in the earlier newsletters, we will have – in general – the same groups for a theme in both workshops on Thursday and Friday. That gives everybody the possibility to learn on both days the most form each other about the theme and all the international developments. And to meet each other in a more relaxed setting for a longer time… The seminar is also a good opportunity for networking…
If you are want to take part in one of the other themes, please send us an email (info@leido.nl) and we will try to make a new arrangement for the groups in the workshops.
6 Dinner Cruise
Cruise
The Dinner Cruise starts at 7.30 p.m. – please, do be on time, because the boat will leave on time! The cruise will take 2,5 hours, so we time enough to enjoy the canals of Amsterdam, the view from the river (Het IJ) on the city and to hear a lot about the history of the capital of the Netherlands (we will guides on board).
Jetty

You will find the jetty of the boat, operated by Holland International, in front on Amsterdam Central Station: Prins Hendrikkade 33. 
How to reach the jetty

Go by tram to Amsterdam Central Station. From there cross the bridge to the centre (Damrak). Directly after the bridge (on the corner with the Victoria Hotel at the other side of the street) to your right and after 100 meters you will see the jetty of Holland International.
Dinner
We will a dinner with four courses. If you are a vegetarian, please let us know and we will have a special arrangement for you.
7 Telephone number
During the seminar you can call us at: 0031 6 10213508.
8 Program
Thursday
09.00 – 09.45 h.

· Registration

09.45 – 11.10 h.

· Welcome
Jan Nienhuis / Hans Daale, Leido
· The ATLANTIS Short-Cycle Higher Education Project and the Summer Academy
Snejana Slantcheva-Durst, University of Toledo
· Plenary presentations about strategies on LLL and (flexible) learning pathways

· The Netherlands: The Dutch Strategy
Patrick Leushuis, senior policy advisor Dutch Ministry of Education, Culture and Science
· U.S (Ohio): The State and Local Strategy on Creating Learning Pathways
Patrick McLean, Financial Director of Toledo Mayor / former Board of Regents Member
· Bulgaria 
Irina Radevska, National Consultant in the Bologna Follow-Up Group, Bulgaria and Co-author Bulgarian National Strategy on LLL

11.10 – 11.30 h

· Coffee break

11.30 – 12.30 h

· Presentations: 
· Quality and Diversity of Dutch Higher Education
Koen Geven, former chair European Students’ Union (ESU) / member of the Dutch Commission on the future of HE in the Netherlands (Commissie Veerman, which has published a very interesting report with recommendations for the next decade) 

· Implementation of the National Qualifications Framework for LLL
Karin van de Sanden, Project Manager, Dutch Ministry of Education

12.30 – 13.00 h

· Panel discussion on national LLL strategies  – looking at the Bologna Process and ‘the modernizing’ of the Higher Education Area in the next decade
-  Sylvie Bonichon, Bologna expert for the representation of SCHE in France
-  Patrick Leushuis
-  Koen Geven
-  Patrick McLean
-  Irina Radevska
Chair: Snejana Slantcheva-Durst
 

13.00 – 14.00 h.

· Lunch
14.00 – 15.10 h.

· Plenary presentations 
· Study on LLL in Bulgaria and the role of the SCHE in the Bulgarian Education System

Stanislav Ivanov, International University College

· SCHE in Ohio (U.S.) in the Education System: Repositioning Community Colleges 
Ronald Abrams, President, Ohio Community College Association

15.10– 15.30 h

· Coffee break

15.30 – 17.00 h.

· Workshop sessions (4 themes – some themes are covering more sub-themes)
1. Cooperation between Higher Education Institutions and Businesses

2. Flexible Learning Pathways and LLL
 
including: Recognition of Prior Learning / Formal and Non-Formal Learning
3. Regional Cooperation, focused on Life Long Learning

4. Governmental Involvement in Life Long Learning Policy
  
including: Quality Assurance and Accreditation
19.30 – 22.00 h.

· Dinner 
(cruise through the canals of Amsterdam)
Friday
08.45 – 09.30 h.

· Registration

09.30 – 09.35 h.

· Opening session
09.30 – 11.00 h.

· Plenary presentations 

· Role of VET and Colleges in LLL 
 
Manfred Polzin, Senior Policy Advisor MBO Raad, member of EUproVET (European |
 
Network National VET-Associations)
· Education in Employment and Roadmap for Employer-Academic Partnership 
Margaret Linehan, Cork Institute of Technology, Ireland

· Emerging Financing Strategies of Community Colleges
 
Morris Beverage, President, Lakeland Community College Chair of the OACC Presidents
      Group 
11.00 – 11.20 h.

· Coffee break

11.20 – 12.45 h

· Workshop sessions (4 themes – some themes are covering more sub-themes)
1. Cooperation between Higher Education Institutions and Businesses
2. Flexible Learning Pathways and LLL
including: Recognition of Prior Learning / Formal and Non-Formal Learning

3. Regional Cooperation, focused on Life Long Learning
4. Governmental Involvement in Life Long Learning Policy 
including: Quality Assurance and Accreditation
12.45 – 13.30 h.

· Lunch

13.30 – 14.30 h.

· Plenary presentations

· First results of a study on the SCHE (level 5) in the EQF, in the Bologna Process
 
Magda Kirsch, EduConsult, Belgium
· The Role of Community Colleges in Regional Development and in Regional Cooperation
   
in Building Learning Pathways
 
Larry McDougle, President, Owens Community College (Ohio)
14.30 – 15.15 h

· Panel discussion: conclusions and recommendations from the workshops

Chair: Renay Scott, Provost (Academic Vice President, Owens Community College - Ohio) 
15.15 -  15.35 h.

· Coffee break
15.35– 16.00 h.

· Impression of the seminar: outcomes, ideas, possibilities for networking in the future… and how about the SCHE and LLL…
Derek Longhurst, Chief Executive, Foundation Degree Forward, U.K.

16.00 – 16.20 h
Presentation: Plans for the founding of an international network on SCHE programs ‘World Asso​ciation for Short Higher Education Programs’ – Members: national and regional associations and individual experts 

Project management (Atlantis project)

16.20 – 16.30 h.
· Closing of the seminar

16.30 h….

· Drinks… Wrap up, et cetera

Workshops on Thursday and Friday

	Workshop
	Thursday
	Friday

	1. Cooperation between Higher Education Institutions and Businesses

2. Flexible Learning Pathways (and LLL) 
incl.
-  RPL
-  Non-formal learning

3. Regional Cooperation, focused on Life Long Learning

4. Governmental involvement in Life Long Learning Policy, incl.
Quality Assurance 
	The Netherlands

· Marianne van Loenhout

· Andre v.d. Leest

Dutch Metal Union (Association for Employers in ‘Metal Business’)

· Inge Ville

ISBW (Dutch private HEI)

The Netherlands

· Lucie te Lintelo

Hogeschool van Amsterdam

Bulgaria

· Eleonora Getsova 

Institute of Public Administration

The Netherlands

· Janneke Korf and colleagues

Hanzehogeschool Groningen (University of Applied Sciences)

The Netherlands

· Patrick Leushuis

· Karin v.d. Sanden

· Floor Boselie

Dutch Ministry of Education
United States

· Renay Scott 
(Owens Community College)
	Ireland

· Terry Maguire

Institute of Technology, Tallaght)

Bulgaria / IUC

· Stanislav Ivanov / Gergana Dimitrova
U.S.

· Penny Poplin Gosetti

University of Toledo

The Netherlands

· Antoinette van Berkel

Hogeschool van Amsterdam 

The Netherlands

· Ineke Delies and project group (lecturers and Representatives of the regional labor market) 

Stenden University of Applied Sciences

France

· Sylvie Bonichon, France

United Kingdom

· Derek Longhurst

Foundation Degree Forward


9 Workshops

Besides what has been said above, here some extra information.
· After the seminar we will publish all presentations (also the plenary ones) on the website. From our side we will not provide hand-outs, to give the speakers and the contributors to the workshops more flexibility to change their presentations and other materials, and to give the most actual details. So it is up to them to provide the participants in the workshops with their hand-outs and documents…

· We will write a seminar report in the period after the seminar – and we will send it to everyone who participated.

· In this report you will find also more information about the plans for the founding of an international platform for LLL & SCHE – based on the discussions we will have during the seminar and the session on Friday afternoon. 
10 Some other matters…

· If you are coming earlier to Amsterdam and/or you are planning to stay longer in The Nether​lands… there are many possibilities to have dinner (more than 1000 restaurants…), to visit museums (the hottest one at the moment: The Hermitage), to travel by bus to small fisherman’s’ villages and so on.

· Be aware of the situation that during this period we have the World Championships Soccer in South-Africa – and the Dutch team is also there… The people in Holland are fanatic, when it comes to soccer - so you will notice that ‘everything’ is ‘orange-colored’. On Saturday Holland will play a game and everybody will watch television, at home, in a café, hotel or restaurant. Watch what happens if Holland is winning (take your camera with you!).
· We have the ‘euro’ in the Netherlands (the euro is weakening against the dollar, so it is cheaper now for the Americans to travel to Europe). You can find everywhere ATM’s – and we have also offices in Amsterdam where you change foreign money.

· Some websites for tourism:

www.gvb.nl (public transport)

www.amsterdam.nl
www.hollandpass.nl 

www.schiphol.nl (airport)

11 At last…
We hope that you will have a good seminar in Amsterdam, to hear a lot about LLL, SCHE and other sub-themes from the experts we have invited. In the workshops you will have the possibility to discuss about developments in a number of countries, to get information about good practices and to meet colleagues from the E.U. and the U.S.

But it is also important to enjoy your visit to the seminar, to Amsterdam and to the Netherlands (when you are from another country) and to have a good, relaxed time these days. Hoping for good weather…it must be in June…
See you in Amsterdam!
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